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Notes from the 2nd stakeholder meeting on the preparatory study for 
a new Ecodesign and Energy Labelling working plan 2020-2024 

 
26 March 2021 

 

 

The European Commission has signed a contract with Viegand Maagøe, VHK and Oeko-Institut to conduct 

a preparatory study that will inform and assist the Commission in preparing the Ecodesign and Energy 

Labelling Working Plan 2020-2024.  

The study started in March 2020 and is expected to finish by end April 2021. The study consists of 4 tasks, 

which include a set of recommendations for 16 product initiatives.  

• Task 1-study definition, background and methodology 

• task 2 – identification of product groups and horizontal initiatives 

• task 3 – preliminary analysis of product groups and horizontal initiatives  

• task 4 – more detailed analysis of product groups and horizontal initiatives.   

 

 

 
During the second stakeholder meeting, a representative from the European Commission briefly explained 

next steps regarding the working plan. Following that introduction, the study team presented each product 

group selected and horizontal measures.  
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Introduction by the European Commission: Ewout Deeurwardeer, DG GROW 

 
 

• Ewout joined DG GROW recently. The ED&EL WP is a joint effort by several departments. Time 

pressure and changes in DG GROW.  

• The study finishes in April. Next steps: To adopt the new WP. This is a last WP -in  the way done so 

far. From the ED side, the plan is a to work on a new SPI, proposed by the end of this year that will 

introduce changes in product legislation.  

• In April 2021, we plan to publish a roadmap on which all stakeholders can comment on this 

initiative. 

• We will organise a consultation forum on the recommendations of this study in June 2021.  

• Our aim to adopt this plan in September 2021. 

Possible content of the WP: The work done on reviewing the existing regulations, enforcement is also 

aspect we want to address. New product groups and horizontal aspects.  

Q&A session:  

• DG GROW: The roadmap will focus only on the study. Regarding new products not regulated 

before: to launch a full study to analyse them in a detailed manner. This process could at least 4 

years.  

• DG GROW: This is the last ED& EL plan in the form we have done it so far. We are still working on 

the SPI, difficult to say how it will look like. This preparatory study is for the implementation 

phase. I do not think it would feed into the SPI. If we see some interesting input, we can use. 

Regarding the alignment, if there is any need, we can align but in principle I do not see any issue 

yet. Here the focus is on the implementation.  

• DG GROW: Regarding timing for the new working plan on 2025 -29-we do not have an answer for 

that, but not any time soon.  

Selection process of product groups 

Jan Viegand from the study team briefly explained how the selection process was conducted, presented in 

the image below.   
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Task 2-presented during the 1st stakeholder meeting 

 
The scoring was used as a tool to select the products. The selection was made in baches.  
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Task 3 looked at the preliminary analysis of 31 product groups and horizontal initiatives.  

Task 4:  

 
Yellow marked-16 initiatives selected from the initial 31 initiatives.  

Q&A session:  

JV (study team): regarding the timing: task 4 was based on previous work conducted on other tasks, they 

were made in parallel.  

Q: Why several products were not selected?  

A: Participants asked for matrix to be shared in order to make the process more transparent. Products 

were selected based on their energy and resource efficiency potential. Some products have small potential 

, that is why they were not selected.  

DG GROW: Market surveillance will be included in the WP.  

Q: Will all this products and initiatives be in the WP?  

DG GROW: WP will have different sections; To give emphasis on new horizontal aspects that we. The 

study will make recommendations. But the Commission will consider the input from both the public 

consultation and the study.  

Q: on resource saving potential 

JV: In the task 3 report, material savings were considered as very relevant, and they are covered in specific 

reports. This very much depends on information available. Lack of information available; Horizontal 

initiative on durability-we might recommend doing a horizontal regulation on these issues to cover other 

products as well.  

Session on product groups:  

Product group 1 

Professional laundry appliances 

Professional dishwashers 

Low temperature emitters 

Professional cooking appliances 

Swimming pool heaters 

Product group 2 

Enterprise network equipment 

Small network equipment for home and office use 
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Universal external power supplies 

Uninterruptible power supplies 

Industrial smart sensors 

For each of the above listed products, the study consortium presented a brief overview of:  

o Product scope,  

o energy and resource efficiency potential; other environmental impacts;  

o the existing regulatory coverage, cost effectiveness and their final recommendation.   

For more information about the individual products presented, please see the slide deck here.  

 

Horizontal initiatives 

 

Lightweight design 

 

CE is not only about the recycling, but also about the amount of material used in products. There are 

precious metals and plastics going into the products. The lightweight design-requires investment in R&D 

and machinery. The weight of materials-essential to be part of this balanced approach. Example: Recycling 

of printers cartridges-printer which weights 450gr and at the same time there is an alternative technology 

which weights only 90 gr, but it is not refillable. miniaturising-good, but requires investment. 

Multifunctionality: washer-driers-this saves materials. Heavy lifting-TV evolution-weighting from 50kg to 

only a few kilograms.  

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W9tR6YPZbnjcwziOhWs_QEFpXC4FJ3G-/view
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Recycled content 

More difficult issues, but with the same principle. Recycled plastic-difficult to compete with virgin plastic.  

 
Annual saving potential is not huge. By 2030: +0. 5 Mt/yr recycled plastic- 33 PJ/yr embedded energy 

saving 
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The main problem about market surveillance. To test this on vacuum cleaners?  

Ecological profile 

 
 

Scope:  
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This initiative would entail some initial cost for manufactures.   

 

Durability 
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Increased production and purchase cost, but decreased lcc costs. We will see new circular economy 

business models. This would improve the competitiveness.  

Firmware and software 
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Scarce and critical raw materials 
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JV: an overview table on individual ratings and indicating the level of positive impact to energy and 

resource efficiency.  
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Q&A session:  

Q: The relationship between horizontal and product specific measures: Regarding the generic standards 

on horizontal measures-would they be translated into product specific standard:  

A: these questions are to be solved.  We have seen horizontal measures before. This has to be done during 

the regulatory process. Like with energy, some products will have higher priority than others. It is quite 

clear that is product specific.  

Q: How does the ecological profile relate to green claims?  

A: Initiatives: they do not mean that there will be a horizontal regulation covering many product groups. 

But all this work is useful to get a better grip on what we can do more in the current framework or in the 

future-SPI. Or sperate initiatives such as green claims. There is a range of things we can do in this WP and 

some to be left for future consideration for other strands of work.  

Q:  are there plans to build in the PEF methodology? 

A: We did not analyse this as this is beyond the scope of our study.  

Q: difference stressed between consumer and industrial prodcust regarding durability:  

A: This is clear to us.  

Q: Overlap with the new battery regulation: here some ED principles applied/ still there could be product 

specific measures if possible to set additional requirement for products using batteries;  

A: The study team will need to check the measures covered in the battery regulation and see if additional 

measures are needed.  
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