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Ref: Proposals to identify Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) via submitted Annex 
XV reports: lead and its compounds  
 
 
Dear Mr. Dancet, 
 
On the occasion of the current ECHA consultation on the 54 proposals to identify Substances of 
Very High Concern, we would like to draw your attention on the fact that the use of some proposed 
substances, such as lead and its compounds, is already regulated in sectorial legislation. Indeed, 
beside REACH the main Directive which affects the engineering industry is the RoHS II Directive 
(2011/65/EU) that restricts the use of lead in electrical and electronic equipment (EEE). Other 
sectors, including the automotive and the battery sector, are affected by the End of Life Vehicle 
Directive (2000/53/EC) and the Battery Directive (2006/66/EC) that equally regulate the use of lead 
and its compounds. We understood that these sectors will address their comments directly to you.   
 
We use this opportunity to highlight to you the overlaps between the REACH regulation 
(1907/2006/EC) and the RoHS Directive if lead and its compounds were included in the Candidate 
list. Substances listed in the Candidate list are likely to be included in the REACH Annex XIV list of 
substances to be authorised. In the future, should lead and its compounds be subject to 
authorisation, producers of electrical and electronic equipment and components will face 
overlapping requirements and will have to request REACH authorisation in parallel to RoHS 
exemptions. We give examples in annex of uses of lead in electronic components and different 
applications. As a consequence, this is likely to result in disruption in our highly complex global 
supply chains, and will give rise legal uncertainty, unnecessary duplication of administrative burden 
and costs as well as having knock on effects on our client industries resulting from potential 
conflicting requirements on electrical and electronic equipment and components under different EU 
laws. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moreover, we strongly recommend a risk-based approach before the inclusion of essential 
substances on the candidate list for authorisation.  
 
Therefore, we urge ECHA to avoid overlaps, duplication of EU legislation and unnecessary 
bureaucracy in any possible further actions, notably in its recommendation to implement REACH 
authorisation and restriction measures on lead and other compounds covered by RoHS II.  
 
We feel that companies should not be required to seek REACH authorisations in areas covered by 
the Directive 2011/65/EU (RoHS II). In general, the avoidance of double regulation and the 
application of the risk-based approach would also simplify the regulatory framework for the 
European industry - a major target of the European policy.  
 
We thank you in advance for taking these comments into account and remain available for any 
further information.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Adrian Harris 
(electronically signed)  
 

 

Cc:  
DG Enterprise and Industry: Mr. G. Willmot, Mrs. F. Raffaelli   
DG Environment: Mr. B. Hansen   
 
 
 
 
Annex: examples of applications for electrical and electronic equipment (EEE)  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex: examples of applications for electrical and electronic equipment (EEE)  
 
Statements are related to following substances: 

 Lead oxide (lead monoxide) (CAS: 1317-36-8) 

 Lead tetroxide (orange lead) (CAS: 1314-41-6) 

 Basic lead carbonate (trilead bis(carbonate)dihydroxide) (CAS: 1319-46-6) 

 Lead Titanium Zirconium Oxide (PZT) (CAS: 12626-81-2) 

 Lead titanium trioxide (CAS: 12060-00-3) 
 

 Lead Titanium Zirconium Oxide  
o Abbreviation: PZT 

 Is produced using a mixture of  lead- titanium- and zirconium oxides and some 
small amount s of dopants 

 during a sintering process piezoelectric components are generated 
 As next step PZT ceramic is produced 
 Conclusion: materials which are produced via sintering (like PZT) are considered to 

be an article not as a substance and thus are not subject to the candidate list 
o Used for the production of piezo ceramic materials (in use for e.g. injectors, knock 

sensors, park assistant) 

 
 
– Lead titanium trioxide  

o In combination with BaTiO3 used for the production of PTC (positive temperature 
coefficient) applications 

 
 

– Following substances are used as raw material for PZT manufacturing:  
o Lead oxide (lead monoxide) 
o Lead tetroxide (orange lead) 
o Basic lead carbonate (trilead bis(carbonate)dihydroxide) 

 
 


