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Ref: Proposals to identify Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) via submitted Annex 
XV reports on cadmium sulphide and lead di(acetate)  
 
 
Dear Mr. Dancet, 
 
 
On the occasion of the current ECHA consultation on the 7 proposals to identify further 
Substances of Very High Concern, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that the use of 
cadmium, lead and their compounds is already regulated in the REACH Regulation 
(1907/2006/EC). In addition, the use of cadmium and lead is also restricted by sectoral legislation 
affecting the engineering industry, namely the RoHS II Directive (2011/65/EU) that restricts their 
use in electrical and electronic equipment (EEE).  
 
We use the opportunity of this public consultation to remind you of our concerns on the additional 
overlaps between REACH and RoHS, if cadmium sulphide and lead di(acetate) were included in 
the candidate list. In the future, should these substances be subject to authorisation, producers of 
electrical and electronic equipment and components will face overlapping requirements and will 
have to request REACH authorisation in parallel to RoHS exemptions. As a consequence, 
overlapping requirements are likely to result in disruption in our highly complex global supply 
chains, but also legal uncertainty, unnecessary duplication of administrative burdens and costs as 
well as having knock-on effects on our client industries. 
 
With a view to avoiding over-regulation and unnecessary legislative instability, which contradict the 
stated objective of REACH Review, we strongly recommend you to:  

 Carry out an assessment based on a risk-based approach and a Risk Management 
Options before including essential substances on the candidate list for authorisation.  

 Avoid additional overlaps, duplication of EU legislation and unnecessary bureaucracy in 
any possible further actions, notably in its recommendation to implement REACH 
authorisation and restriction measures on substances covered by the RoHS Directive.  

 Apply Article 58.2 REACH to avoid legislative overlaps with sector specific legislation, such 
as RoHS: companies should not be required to seek REACH authorisations for the specific 
use and applications exempted under the specific RoHS2 Directive, during the granted 
duration time of the RoHS exemption.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
We provide details supporting our concerns and recommendations in the two annexed letters as 
regards the identification of cadmium and lead as Substances of Very High Concern and their 
inclusion in the candidate list, which have been submitted in October 2012 and April 2013.   
 
We thank you in advance for taking these comments into account and remain available for any 
further information.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Adrian Harris 
(Electronically signed) 
 
 
 
Cc:   DG Enterprise and Industry: Mr. K. Berend; Mr. Girao 

DG Environment: Mr. B. Hansen   
 
 


